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Day 1 — Bucharest, Romania fi in##i4s, 2 5 BT

Arrive and check in to your hotel. Bucharest is Romania’s cultural capital. Its original fortress,
the first of many, was built to protect the Walachian state from the Turks. Today, it is a city of
elegant French-style boulevards, lush gardens and green expanses, including the tranquil
Bucharest Botanical Garden. The historic Lipscani district exudes the old-world charms of
cobblestone alleys, inns and shops. The sprawling Palace of Parliament is the world’s largest
civilian building, said to contain 3,000 rooms.
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Shore Excursions: Sights & Flavors of Bucharest
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Day 2 — Bucharest, Romania fili#i#mE, T5ETE

Check out of your hotel and explore more of the city. Communism changed the face of
Bucharest and has left in its wake a city brimming with imposing socialist architecture.
Dotted among today’s cityscape are wonderful art nouveau buildings, ancient churches
and monasteries that were rescued from the bulldozer. From the 18th-century church
Schitul Maicilor to the 16th-century Mihai Voda Church, it is best to discover these
treasures on foot. Bucharest is also home to an array of world-class museums,



including the George Enescu National Museum, which features a beautiful oyster-
shaped glass awning. Transfer to your ship and settle into your stateroom.
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Shore Excursions: Bucharest & the Village Museum. Highlights of Bucharest.
Bucharest and the Palace of Parliament
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The most integral Danube city in Bulgaria, Ruse enjoys a setting amid a rolling
countryside blanketed in sunflower and wheat fields. Once an outpost of the Roman
Empire, it was known as Sexaginta Prista, or Sixty Ships, for the fleet that once docked
here. Today, it is more known for its colorful atmosphere and as a gateway to
Romania’s fabled Transylvania region. Best explored on foot, the city features many fine
examples of 19th- and 20th-century neobaroque and neorococo architecture.
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Shore Excursions: Ruse Highlights. Veliko Tarnovo & Arbanasi. lvanovo Rock-
Hewn Churches & Basarbovo Monastery
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Day 4 — Vidin, Bulgaria{#/infJ V4 T

One of Bulgaria’s oldest riverside towns, Vidin is home to the only entirely preserved
medieval Bulgarian castle. Perched impressively on the riverbank, its striking pose, thick
ring walls, stout towers and solid gates form a fortress known as Babini Vidini Kuli,
which means Granny Vida’s Towers. Around the castle rose a fairy-tale town of 25
minarets, domes and other charming architecture of the period. Though many of these
features have been shadowed by today’s city, Vidin retains its charms. Today it is
largely an agricultural and trade center renowned for its wines.
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Shore Excursions: Belogradchik Rocks and Fortress. Vidin Home-Hosted
Cooking Demonstration. Baba Vida Fortress & Bulgarian Wine
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Day 5 — Scenic Sailing: The Iron Gate SItHI1T: 217
Golubac, Serbia & /R 4E W 5} & F£ 77
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Day 6 — Belgrade, Serbia% /R4 1 /R A% 3 1
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Day 7 — Osijek, Croatia 572 i . B FHER 37,
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Day 8— Kalocsa, Hungary & FFl %i&7%
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Day 9 — Budapest, Hungary & F Fl 4 i& i
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Day 10 — Budapest, Hungary % 7 |4 i {7
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